
Dedicated Coach Stresses 

Fundamentals 
For more than thirty years the pounding sound of a ball being dribbled, the 

screeching sound of tennis shoes against a hard wood gymnasium floor, and 

teaching kids the game of basketball has been the passion and profession of 

Coach Gerald Stokes.  Gerald began his coaching career at the Upton 

Recreation Center in 1983.  He moved to the John Edgar Howard and 

Claremont Recreation Centers before discontinuing coaching. But the love 

of basketball and the desire to teach the game drew him back to coaching.   

άL ŀƳ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻŀŎƘΦ  L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  L 

ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Lƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L 

consistently teach and they are free throws, lay-ups, rebounding and defense.  A kid must not only be taught what to 

ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΦέ   

{ƻƳŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǇƭŀȅΦ  άL ŀŎŎŜǇǘ 

ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΣέ ǎŀȅǎ DŜǊŀƭŘΦ  .ǳǘ L ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ  9ƛƎƘǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

my players attend college.  Both of my Assistant coaches, Donte Bright and Terrell Vincent, are my former players.  

.ƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ Ƴȅ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƻŀŎƘŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

were my former players.  I selected them for their knowledge of the game, their communication and people skills and 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦέ 

For four weeks in March 2016 Gerald conducted a House League for forty-eight 12 and under kids at the Chick Webb 

Recreation Center where he is employed as a Senior Recreation Leader under the leadership of Center Director Lisa 

IŀƳƳŀŎƪΦ  ά¢ƘŜǎŜ YƛŘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ DŜǊŀƭŘΣ άǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ 

ƻŦ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦέ  9ŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ 

player received a medal.  

hƴŜ ƻŦ DŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛǎ 5ŜƴǾŜǊ bǳƎƎŜǘǎ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ƎǳŀǊŘ ²ƛƭƭ .ŀǊǘƻƴΦ  

After Thirty Years, Discipline is Still the Focus 

Coach Gerald Stokes (top right) 
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The Maryland District Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) has partnered with 

Wicomico County Recreation, Parks and Tourism to host the AAU Boys Basketball 

National Tournament for eight year olds and under.  The tournament, which will 

be held July 5-10, 2016, will be the first national championship to be held in the 

Maryland District.   

A $100 discount and free practice time will be given to early registrants. Local teams 

that play in the Maryland District Tournament will receive an additional discount to 

participate in the National Tournament. All games will be played in one location-under one roof 

and teams will receive discounted lodging.   Need more info? Call 410-340-0635 TODAY! 

8-Under Boys Basketball National Tournament Comes to Maryland! 

Maryland AAU DISTRICT NEWS  
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Maryland District Milestones: 

Jordan Symone Davis 

Randallstown Track Club 

 Jordan Symone Davis is currently a Junior at Randallstown High School. She intends to pursue a degree in Biomedical 

Engineering, Management, or Psychology. As an avid student; her  weighted GPA is 4.91. and she is currently ranked 

Ін ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ WƻǊŘŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ п !t ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ {ƘŜΩǎ 

also the Class President for 2017. She is  also a member of the National Honors Society. During the 2015-2016 indoor 

track season, she received a "Scholar Athletic Award" for doing her best on the track while managing to maintain my 

grades simultaneously.  Jordan values her academics dearly and is bound to do great things in the future. 

Austin Hinerman 

Maryland Hoopmasters  

Austin Hinerman of the Maryland Hoopmasters will represent Team USA Basketball and compete in the United World 

Games in Austria this summer along with 7,000 athletes from over 35 countries. Austin was selected for this honor 

through a process that identified his outstanding athletic ability as well as his leadership, character and proactivity in 

the community. Austin is very grateful for this opportunity and is especially thankful for Coach TC Caviness, Founder 

and Director of Maryland Hoopmasters and all of the coaches and volunteer staff as we are a family!  

Darnell Dantzler Jr.  
Madison Buccaneers                                                                                                                                           

5ŀǊƴŜƭƭ 5ŀƴǘȊƭŜǊ WǊΦ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά5Wέ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ IƻƴƻǊ wƻƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ 

every semester and he especially thrives in math. He was selected as a Junior Coach at the Hamilton Elementary/

Middle school where he tutors his peers in subjects such as math and assists the Head Coach in physical activities. 

Darnell was one of  3 students to score the highest PARCC levels in 3rd grade and one of the top 2 students to score 

the highest in 4th grade. He loves basketball and was one of 2 third graders selected to play with fifth graders on his 

school basketball team. He is currently the team captain and point guard for Madison Buccaneers and has been at 

this program since the age of 4.  

April, 2016 


